
 

 

Bremen Elementary PTO Meeting Minutes 

January 12, 2015 

Attendance: Jill Squires, Michelle Lama, Brad Bell, Dawn Rice, Tara Eichhorn, Jacien Squires, Marcy Brown, Christina 

Venrick, Molly Elder, Lisa Ruff, Sandy Seifert, Sam Ashton, Betsy Foltz 

Reports: 

 Secretary’s Report – Jill Squires reported on the minutes.  Dawn Rice motioned.  Lisa Ruff seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

 Treasurer’s Report – Jacien Squires reported that the executive committee did an account streamlining to lessen 

the amount of line items that we have in the account.  It was decided in the executive committee that we would 

do this.  The rest of the report was given to each person at the meeting.  The cookie sale made a profit of $6032.  

The clothing sale made $247.  Teachers received a $100 gift card from PTO as a Christmas gift.  Gift cards were 

also given to Bev and the custodial staff.   

 Principal’s Report – Big changes are coming for the district next year.  The calendar starts 6 days sooner than last 

year on August 13th.  This is done in an effort to get more instructional time for all of the 3rd and 4th grade 

testing and getting done with the semester before Christmas break.  Grandparents’ day will be moved to 

October next year.  The kindergarten program will likely stay in December.  The staff will be taking a look at the 

calendar to see what needs to be moved around a little closer to the end of the year.  The buses will be doing a 

double routing system next year.  This will move the times from 8:35am-3:35pm.  This is to alleviate children 

getting off the buses in the dark.  All of the schools in the district are changing their times as well.  Due to a 

study of enrollment at the middle school and high school as well as the need for different course offerings due 

to state mandates, the Art program at the Elementary level is "likely" to be 1st - 4th grades.  We are waiting on 

the board to approve the change in staffing. Kindergarten will be half day everyday next year.  This is a decision 

being made at the district level to increase instructional time for the kindergarten.  There has been 2 blizzard 

bag days.  The other two days are counting toward the calamity days.  We have one blizzard bag and 3 calamity 

days left.  Next year will be a complete transition of instructional hours instead of days.  So because the district 

is already in excess of hours, this shouldn’t be a problem. 

 Classroom Rep Reports – Michelle Lama said that she was not able to get a donation of deodorant.  Brad Bell 

made a motion to have PTO purchase 75 bars of deodorants.  Tara Eichhorn seconded.  Motion carried.  Brad is 

going to purchase the items. 

Open Items: 

 Movie Night – Christina Venrick reported that we are having movie night, Frozen, the sing-a-long version.  

Christina and Christina Shaw have been working on getting donations from the community for door prizes.  They 

are going to create a couple of baskets to raffle off at the movie nights.  Would like to have them for purchase to 

raise a little bit of money to offset the costs of movie night.  There will be a few games throughout the movie 

night.  The movie will be paused to do the raffle winners and the games.  Have not heard back from King’s pizza 

in terms of setting up the orders.  The GFS run will be made soon to get popcorn, candy and pop.  We will be 

getting recycling bins to put cans in.  Key Club members will be there to help out so that Christina is not running 

around like crazy.  If the weather is bad, the Frozen will move to February.  The boys’ choice movie is yet to be 

made.  Christina is going to let the boys take a vote.  Tara has some demo shirts to put into the raffle baskets.  

We need to have more trash cans 



 

 

 The Shed’s Shelves – Dawn reported that the shelves were ordered today by Tom and he will assemble them.  

He will let us know when they’re here and let us know if he needs any help. 

 Cookie Sale – The cookie sale is done and we made $6032.84.  We made roughly 50% of the earnings.  Three 

boxes were missing, but they should be coming in tonight.  We have about 3 orders that were not picked up that 

night.  We are still owed $15 toward the sale.  We made more money with it this year than last year.  We sold 

836 boxes total.  The ice cream party was moved to January 21st because the original date was a snow day.  The 

pie in the face winner was drawn.  Ice cream and snack cakes for the kindergarteners who are not here on the 

21st. 

 SOAR Awards – Raising Cane’s awards were sent out to the winners of the past SOAR awards.  Bev will date 

them at the latest date possible.  The past winners got them right after everyone was out of school for Christmas 

break. 

 Monthly Raffle Drawing – Mrs. Kostuik won the drawing this month.  She will pick her choice of gift cards at a 

later date as she was not present at the meeting. 

 Dances – Hillary Miller requested $100 for the decorations for the dance.  Sam Ashton made a motion.  Betsy 

Foltz seconded.  Motion carried.  She asked for $5 book fair gift certificates.  Dawn made a motion, Marcy Brown 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

New Items: 

We need someone to take over the book fair for next year.  Tyna Fox-Schmelzer would like someone to help her out for 

the spring one so that they can get a feel for how it works.  The dates need to be picked for next year at the spring fair. 

For the dances, Hillary is going to make a request of the building, but she is going to ask for janitor that night as well.  

That will incur a fee as well. 

The new email is bespto@fairfieldunion.org.  This is the same as everyone else in the district. 

Sandy Seifert asked for book fair money for her class to be carried over from the first one.  Brad will get with Tyna to see 

if this is can be done.  Brad believes that this should not be a problem.  

 

Open Discussion: None 

 

Adjournment:  Motion made adjourn made by Dawn. Second by Tara. Adjourn on 5:10pm 
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